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During a March 12 internal party election, members of the Partido de Liberacion Nacional (PLN)
voted overwhelmingly in favor of lifting the constitutional ban on re-election. Nobel laureate and
former President Oscar Arias (1986-1990) has been campaigning since December 1999 to have the
one-term limit revoked so he can run again for the presidency in the 2002 elections (see NotiCen,
2000-01-13). The party vote was to select delegates to canton and district assemblies, to the party's
National Assembly, and to party leadership roles in preparation for the 2002 elections.
The voting also served to permit candidates for public office to further their chances of getting the
party nomination by electing their supporters to party positions. For the first time in the party's
history, the PLN's Tribunal de Elecciones Internas ran a private, nonbinding poll parallel to the
main business of the balloting to ask voters about the re-election issue.
The vote in favor of permitting re-election was 87.4%. The San Jose daily La Nacion reported that,
in its own poll, 75% were in favor of re-election. Other polls have shown similar majorities in favor.
Since Arias began the campaign, support for re-election has climbed by about 10%.
In February, the PLN's political directorate refused to place the re-election issue before the party.
Arias called the day of the decision a day of "national mourning" and accused party leaders
of mounting an attack on democracy. A week later, Arias announced he would hold a national
referendum "to find out with exactitude, through the direct vote, the percentage of Liberationists
who want re-election." Some leaders of the PLN's major factions opposed the Arias poll. Rolando
Araya dismissed it as "like a soccer match without an opponent or a referee."
Former PLN presidential candidate Jose Miguel Corrales said the re-election movement was a front
for business interests looking for a candidate to support privatization of the Instituto Costarricense
de Electricidad (ICE) and other state properties. He said that "re-election is not an instrument of
democracy, but a weapon for the sale of state companies." Corrales did not oppose the Arias poll
outright but wanted to include on the ballot the question, "Would you vote for re-election to sell
state assets?"
Arias has found little support within the major parties for lifting the ban. Potential PLN presidential
candidates Corrales, Araya, and Antonio Alvarez Desanti do not want to compete with Arias for
the nomination. Luis Manuel Chacon, president of the governing Partido Unidad Social Cristiana
(PUSC), said, "I don't believe in re- election."

Arias wants to use poll results to pressure legislature
Given the lack of support among party hierarchies, Arias turned to the legislature and devised the
special private poll to force the deputies to debate the issue. He says the Assembly has a "moral
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duty" to listen to the people. After the vote, Arias said that the voters "wanted to send a message
to deputies of all parties in the Legislative Assembly, and I hope the legislators heed the popular
verdict, since the voice of the people is the voice of God."
If the legislature were to take up the re-election issue, the process of changing the Constitution
could take most of the time remaining before election day in 2002. The reform would require
debates in two successive annual legislative sessions five votes in all. The PLN holds 23 seats in the
Assembly and the governing Partido Unidad Social Cristiana (PUSC), whose leaders are not very
interested in re-election, holds 27. Minor parties have the remaining seven seats. [Sources: The Tico
Times (Costa Rica), 02/18/00; Notimex, 02/14/00, 02/21/00, 03/13/00; La Nacion (Costa Rica), 02/07/00,
02/17/00, 03/12/00, 03/13/00]
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